
First Congregational Church of Lebanon 
United Church of Christ – Open and Affirming 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 5, 2024 

 
Pride is a potent poison: a single drop is enough to spoil an entire life filled 

with goodness. A person may have performed a mountain of good deeds, 
but if we did them only to exalt ourselves, then we cannot call ourselves virtuous. 

—Pope Francis 

 
Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 5-8. 

Prelude Chorale Prelude on a Melody by Orlando Gibbons Healey Willan 

Call to Worship Psalm 98:4-9 
One: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and 

sing praises. 
All: Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
One: With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, 

the LORD. 
All: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 
One: Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence 

of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
All: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

Hymn 202  (p. 5) Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (vv. 1-5) Duke Street 

Prayer of Invocation 

Gloria  (Unison) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission 

Anthem I Give You a New Commandment Peter Aston 

Children’s Moment 
Do you have a special friend, someone you’ve known a long time? As we get older, it 
can be harder to hold onto these friends, because people move, develop new interests, 
or may be involved in a relationship that commands attention. The reasons are endless. 
But old friends—really old ones—are worth keeping. 
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I’ve got a childhood friend who lives outside of New York. It’s crazy to think that he’s 
married and has a daughter in college. Wow. Yet we’ve maintained contact for so many 
years, and I’m grateful we have. Even if we don’t see each other much, I know we’re 
friends. Jesus is like that, too. We may be too busy for Jesus, we may be distracted, we 
may have other priorities, but Jesus will always have time for us. I promise. 

Hymn 495  (p. 6) Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Beecher 

Scripture Lessons 

Acts 10:44-48.  44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days. 

John 15:9-17.  [Jesus continued,] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things 
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.” 

Sermon “Best Friends Forever” Stephen R. Silver 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer 

As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing. Help 
keep our prayer list current by contacting Rev. Silver or the church office to add or remove names. 

Today we offer ongoing prayers for Pete, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith, Eileen, 
Waneta, Terry, Juanita, Dan, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Duane, Priscilla, 
Ron, Lauren, Brian, Micah, Al, and Steve. 

Patient, abiding God: You have reached out to us in love, offering us salvation, acting 
in grace, showing us the way to live. You have done this out of love, and for that we are 
amazed. We know that we do not merit your attention, but still we have it. Help us to 
lead lives that will please you, to open our hearts to you, to remember that in Jesus we 
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always have a true friend. And as he was ready to sacrifice for us, help us to be prepared 
to do likewise for all those we call companions in our lives. 

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering of Gifts 

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support 
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community. 

Offertory If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis 

Doxology  (Unison) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  (Unison) 

Bountiful God: You have poured out your love upon the world, offering grace, hope, 
and life to one and all. With joy and gladness, we now respond to your extravagant 
generosity by presenting our gifts and ourselves to you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

For communion, you are invited to have some bread and juice on hand. We will share in the bread 
and cup at the appointed time. If you would like to receive a blessing, please let the officiant know. 

Invitation and Communion Prayer 

Sanctus 

 



 4 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving  (Unison) 
Because the broken bread has meant our healing, because the outpoured cup has 
meant our life, because our common sharing has meant the communion of our souls, 
and because we have here been graced by your presence, God, we give you thanks and 
pray that our lives may be renewed in the life and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hymn 576  (p. 7) For the Healing of the Nations Westminster Abbey 

Benediction 

Postlude Basse et Dessus de Trompette Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 

*   *   * 
Leading Worship This Week 

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor 
Ernie Drown, Organist • The FCC Choir • Betsy Alexander, Liturgist 

Phil Hammond and Stacey Steele, Ushers • Dominic Watson, Zoom Greeter 

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know 
of someone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of 

pastoral care, please email prayer@fccleb.org or speak with Rev. Silver directly. 

 

Do Your Part to Fill the Cart! 
Join the fight against poverty and food insecurity in the Upper Valley by leaving contributions 

in our shopping cart in the Parish Hall, benefiting a variety of local service organizations. 
This month, we’re collecting non-perishable food and personal-care items on behalf of: 

THE UPPER VALLEY HAVEN 
For a list of current and ongoing needs, please visit uppervalleyhaven.org/current-wish-lists/ 

or see the list that is attached to the shopping cart itself. 

Direct financial contributions to any Upper Valley service organization are always 
needed and much appreciated. Thanks for fighting local poverty and hunger! 

 

Celebrate the Children’s Community Corner—Children’s Sunday (June TBD) 
The Children’s Community Corner is excited to lead worship and mark the end of the school 

year. Please join us for one of the annual highlights of our communal church life! 
If you and/or your children are interested in participating or have questions, please 

contact Rachel Silver (rachelsilver@live.com) or the church office. 
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Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13/2024–4/12/2025. 
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Spring Concerts 
All in the FCC Sanctuary 

Bel Canto Chamber Singers: Your Soul Is Song—Sat., May 4, at 7:30 / Sun., May 5, at 4:00 
Director Jane Woods and Bel Canto celebrate the hope and renewal of spring in a program for 
choir, piano, and strings, featuring music of J. S. Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, Eric Whitacre, Joan 
Szymko, Ola Gjeilo, and more. Adults $15, students $10, under 13 free; for more, visit belcantosingers.org. 

The Anonymous Coffeehouse: Season Finale!—Friday, May 10, at 7:30 pm 
Our community venue for live folk music wraps up its fourth season before taking the summer 
off. Come and go as you please; food and drink available. Free admission; more at anoncoffee.org. 

Harmony Night: An A Cappella Celebration—Saturday, May 11, at 7:00 pm 
Harmony Night, the Upper Valley’s multi-generational a cappella community chorus directed by 
Mark Nelson, offers a spring program drawn from a variety of eras, cultures, and genres. Music 

of Estonia, Georgia, Ireland, and India—along with a few surprises! Free-will donation. 

Cameo Baroque Benefit: Sonatas, Suites, and Psalms—Sunday, May 12, at 2:00 pm 
This superb ensemble (Ernie Drown, Beth Hilgartner, Leslie Stroud, and Laurie Rabut) shares 

some “unusual” French music by François Couperin, Marin Marais, Jean-Baptiste Quentin, and 
Jacques de Bournonville. Free-will donation to benefit WISE; more at wiseuv.org and cameoarts.org. 

Upper Valley Music Center Sing & Play Festival—Saturday, May 18 (various times) 
A celebration of music-making by each other, for each other! Recitals and class performances 

will happen at FCC and elsewhere around town. Free to all; full details at uvmusic.org/events. 

Classicopia: Fabulous Females—Sunday, May 19, at 2:00 pm 
Siblings Emmanuel and Frances Borowsky (violin and cello), soprano Laura Compton, and 

pianist Daniel Weiser celebrate women composers, including Rebecca Clarke, Mel Bonis, and 
NH’s own Amy Beach. Adults $20, FCC members $15, children free; more at classicopia.org. 

Brooks Hubbard: A Benefit for Good Neighbor Health Clinics—Sunday, May 19, at 7:00 pm 
Now a nationally recognized artist, singer-songwriter Brooks Hubbard developed his particular 
folk-rock sound as a kid in Enfield, NH. He’ll perform for the benefit of Good Neighbor Health 

Clinic, a vital community health resource. Adults $25; more at goodneighborhealthclinic.org. 

Cantabile Women’s Chorus: Early Voices—Saturday, June 1, at 4:00 pm 
This outstanding ensemble shares a captivating program of music from the Baroque and earlier. 
They’ll sing G. F. Handel, Thomas Tallis, Claudio Monteverdi, and Antonio Vivaldi, the last with 
string quartet. Admission by donation ($15 suggested, or pay-as-you-can); more at www.cantabilewomen.org. 

Register Now for Classicopia’s Music Camp at FCC/UVMC!—August 5-10, 9a-3p Daily 
This immersive program offers instrumental and vocal instruction to students aged 8-18, with 
outstanding faculty and guest artists. More details and registration at classicopia.org/summer-camp/. 

Music 
at the 
Meetinghouse 
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Welcome! 
We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of 

varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together 
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to 

respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be 
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know 

they are welcome and included. 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical 
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of 

First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites. 

Join us as we grow together in God’s love. 

First Congregational Church of Lebanon 
The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor 

Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director • Brian Clancy, Church Administrator 
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council • Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons • Barbara Jones, Moderator 

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed) 
603-448-4281 • church@fccleb.org • prayer@fccleb.org • music@fccleb.org • www.fccleb.org 


