First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ — Open and Affirming

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 10, 2025

When [ feed the poor, they call me a saint, but when I ask
why the poor are hungry, they call me a communist.

—Dom Hélder Camara

Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 5-8.

Prelude Pastorale, op. 19 César Franck
Call to Worship Psalm 33:12-22
One: Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen

as his heritage.

All: The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind.
One: From where he sits enthroned, he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—
All: He who fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their deeds.
One: A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
All: The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save.
One: Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his
steadfast love, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.

All:  Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and shield.
One: Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.
All: Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.

Hymn 14 (p. 4) The God of Abraham Praise Leoni

Prayer of Invocation

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission

Children’s Moment

Hymn 320 (p. 5) The Church of Christ in Every Age Wareham



Scripture Lessons

Genesis 15:1-6. After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram
said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” >’And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and
s0 a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” *But the word of the Lord came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”
°He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” °And he
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Luke 12:32-40. **[Jesus said,] “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. *’Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes

near and no moth destroys. **For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

P“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; **be like those who are waiting for their

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as
soon as he comes and knocks. *"Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat,
and he will come and serve them. **If he comes during the middle of the night, or near

dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

P“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Sermon Beth Hilgartner
Hymn 343 (p. 6) In Heavenly Love Abiding Nyland

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer

As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing. Help
us keep our prayer list current by contacting the church office to add or remove names.

We offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Marcia, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith, Eileen,
Waneta, Terry, Juanita, Dan, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Priscilla, Ron, Lauren,
Brian, Micah, Al, Steve, Denzil, Jacobe, Reg, Chris, Pam, Ellen, Tricia, Deserai, Jon,
Elizabeth, Dominic, Stacey, Juliet, Alicia, Terri, Mike, Steve, and Jeff.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
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debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community.

Offertory “Confidence” (Songs Without Words, op. 19, no. 4)  Felix Mendelssohn

Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Gracious and loving God, we dedicate these material gifts and offer our hands and
hearts to your service. We pray that all will be used to further your holy work of
reconciliation in Christ’s name. Amen.

Hymn 445 (p. 7) Father Eternal, Ruler of Creation Langham
Benediction
Postlude The Lost Chord Arthur Sullivan

* * *

Leading Worship This Week

The Rev. Beth Hilgartner, Guest Preacher
Ernie Drown, Organ/Piano * Betsy Alexander, Liturgist
Corrine Erskine and Bob Ross, Ushers ® Dawn Troutman, Zoom Greeter

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know
of someone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of
pastoral care, please email prayer@fccleb.org or speak with the pastor directly.
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320 The Church of Christ in Every Age
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In this challenging text by a British Methodist minister, the odd-numbered stanzas develop the image of
“the servant church,” while the second surveys the many needs and the fourth describes the true source of
strength for the task.

TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1969 WAREHAM
MUSIC: William Knapp, 1738 LM
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company
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e SUMMER CONCERTS
All'in the FCC Sanctuary

Meetinghouse

Classicopia Summer Music Camp: Student Concert!—Saturday, August 9, at 10:00 am

Join us for a special performance by the distinguished faculty and young student musicians at
Classicopia’s wonderful summer camp. Free admission; more at classicopia.org.

Classicopia: The Sound of America—Sunday, August 17, at 2:00 pm
Dan Weiser welcomes back sensational violinist Tim Schwarz for a delightful survey of the diversity
and energy of American music, from folk tunes and Black spirituals to ragtime and blues, Jewish
traditions and jazz to musical theater. Adults $20, FCC mems $15, children free; more at classicopia.org.

The Anonymous Coffeehouse—Friday, Sept. 12, and Saturday, Sept. 27, at 7:30 pm

Our comfy community venue for live folk music opens its sixth season! Come and go as you
please; food and drink available. Free admission. For performers and more, visit anoncoffee.org.

Do Your Part to Fill the Cart!
Join the fight against local poverty and food insecurity with contributions to our shopping cart
in the Parish Hall. We're currently collecting non-perishable food and personal-care items for:
LISTEN COMMUNITY SERVICES

For a list of current and ongoing needs, please visit listencs.org/food-pantry#itemsweneedthemost
or see the list that is attached to the shopping cart itself.

Direct financial contributions to any Upper Valley service organization are always
needed and much appreciated. Thanks for fighting local poverty and hunger!

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH—SPECIAL UCC OFFERING

This offering supports the growth of ministry and local congregations across the country. This
year’s theme—“Great and Wide”—suggests the diversified goal of establishing new churches and
supporting existing ones. By renewing faith communities and funding fellowships for young,
emerging leaders in our church, this program is vital to the health of our denomination.

Please give as you are able to this nationwide effort to support church growth. We will accept
contributions (payable to FCC, memo “Strengthen the Church”) until Labor Day. Thanks!

Community Dinner: Sunday, August 24, at 5:00—All Are Welcome!
Many thanks to the Scott Family for leading our next monthly dinner! Let’s support their

efforts with food donations and serving/cleanup help. Sign-ups coming soon.

As always, all are welcome to come, eat, and enjoy fellowship—regardless of need or affiliation.




First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230

10 South Park St

Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied
minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together in Christ.
We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to respond
faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to
Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are
welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director ® Brian Clancy, Church Administrator
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council * Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons ® Barbara Jones, Moderator

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00-2:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 ¢ church@fccleb.org ¢ prayer@fccleb.org ®* music@fccleb.org ®© www.fccleb.org




